
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



, APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/845,537 


04/30/2001 


Mark E. Molander 


RSW9200100I2US1 


3398 



7590 



03/12/2004 



Gerald R. Woods 
IBM Corporation 
T8 1/503 
PO Box 12195 

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 



EXAMINER 



GOLINKOFF, JORDAN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2174 

DATE MAILED: 03/12/2004 



> 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 




Office Action Summary 


09/845,537 


MOLANDER, MARK E. 


Examiner 

Jordan S Golinkoff 


Art Unit 

2174 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 8-17, and 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bowden et al. ("Bowden," US# 5801703). 

As per independent claim 1, Bowden teaches a method of providing secondary functions 
from a menu item graphical control, said method comprising: including a plurality of graphical 
components with the menu item graphical control, each of the graphical components 
corresponding to a different programmed function (column 3, lines 38-43); displaying the menu 
item graphical control with the included graphical components {graphical components included 
in figure 4, element 308); receiving a selection from a user corresponding to one of the graphical 
components (column 6, lines 53-62); and invoking the programmed function corresponding^ the 
selected graphical component (column 6, lines 53-62). 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, Bowden teaches displaying a sub-menu of 
selectable programmed functions in response to the user selecting a sub-menu graphical 
component (column 5, lines 47-51). 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1, Bowden teaches that at least one of the 
graphical components includes a graphical icon that is displayed on the menu item graphical 
control (column 6, lines 4-11, and figure 4, element 308). 
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As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1, Bowden teaches configuring the plurality 
of programmed functions using a configuration tool; modifying the menu item graphical control 
to include the graphical components corresponding to the configured programmed functions; and 
saving the configured plurality of programmed functions and the modified menu item graphical 
control (column 3, lines 44-54, user can customize menu items and configuration is saved for the 
next time user accesses menu and column 5, line 41, i.e. - locking menu display). 

As per claim 5, which is dependent on claim 1, Bowden teaches configuring one or more 
secondary functions to include in a sub-menu; modifying the menu item graphical control to 
include a sub-menu graphical component corresponding to the sub-menu (column 3, lines 44- 
54); saving the secondary functions and the modified menu item (column 5, line 41, i.e. - locking 
menu display). 

As per claim 8, which is dependent on claim 1, Bowden teaches that the programmed 
functions include one or more application functions corresponding to an application program and 
wherein the menu item graphical control corresponds to the application program (column 6, lines 
4-11). 

Claims 9-12 are similar in scope to claims 1-4, respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 13-17 are similar in scope to claims 1-5, respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claim 20 is similar in scope to claim 8, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

As per independent claim 21, Bowden teaches a method of providing secondary functions 
from a menu item graphical control, said method comprising: configuring one or more secondary 
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functions to include in a sub-menu (column 3, lines 44-54); modifying the menu item graphical 
control to include a sub-menu graphical component corresponding to the sub-menu (column 3, 
lines 44-54), wherein the menu item graphical control further includes one or more graphical 
components corresponding to one or more programmed functions (column 6, lines 4-11); and 
displaying the sub-menu in response to a user selecting the sub-menu graphical component 
(column 5, lines 47-51). 

Claims 23 and 25 are similar in scope to claim 21, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As per independent claim 22, Bowden teaches a method of providing secondary functions 
from a menu item graphical control, said method comprising: configuring a plurality of 
programmed functions using a configuration tool (column 3, lines 44-54); identifying a plurality 
of graphical components for each of the programmed functions (column 3, lines 44-54); 
modifying the menu item graphical control to include the graphical components corresponding to 
the configured programmed functions (column 3, lines 44-54); displaying the menu item 
graphical control with the included graphical components (figure 4, element 308, i.e. - graphical 
components); receiving a selection from a user corresponding to one of the graphical components 
(column 6, lines 53-62); and invoking the programmed function corresponding the selected 

A 

graphical component (column 6, lines 53-62). 

Claims 24 and 26 are similar in scope to claim 22, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 
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3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-7 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bowden et al. ("Bowden," US# 5801703) and further in view of Hoeber et al. ("Hoeber," 
US005276795A). 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 1, the teachings of Bowden in regards to 
claim 1 have been discussed above. Bowden does not disclose receiving a default selection 
corresponding to a default area of the menu item graphical control; and invoking a default 
function in response to the default selection. 

Hoeber teaches receiving a default selection corresponding to a default area of the menu 
item graphical control; and invoking a default function in response to the default selection 
(column 10, lines 24-37), It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bowden with a means to select and 
invoke a default menu item, as taught by Hoeber, with the motivation to avoid additional steps 
to choose commonly used menu items (column 10, lines 37-40). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1, the teachings of Bowden in regards to 
claim 1 have been discussed above. Bowden does not disclose that the programmed functions 
include one or more application programs. 

Hoeber teaches that the programmed functions include one or more application programs 
(column 7, lines 10-14). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to modify the teachings of Bowden to include the display and activation 
of application programs, as taught by Hoeber, with the motivation to allow the user increased 
flexibility to activate a variety of functions from a menu. 

Claims 18-19 are similar in scope to claims 6-7, respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Oran et al. (US005920316A) teach a menu to display and activate application programs. 

Solimene et al. (US005828376A) teach a means to select default menu items and to 
customize menu displays using a configuration tool. 

The article "Power On Updates Menu Customization Product" found in the Mac Observer 
online, discusses Action Menu Software, created by the Power On Software Company, and its 
use of multifunction menu items. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jordan S Golinkoff whose telephone number is 703-305-8771. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. and alternate Fridays. 



Application/Control Number: 09/845,537 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2174 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 703-308-0640. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Jordan Golinkoff 

Patent Examiner . 
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